Breast cancer and mammography: an American Cancer Society profile of Philadelphia and Montgomery Counties.
The American Cancer Society, Philadelphia Division, has completed a comprehensive profile of breast cancer and mammography in Philadelphia and Montgomery Counties. The profile consists of three segments: (1) data on incidence of breast cancer and trends in stage at diagnosis; (2) estimates of breast cancer screening practices based on surveys of the population; and (3) results from a survey of mammography providers assessing the region's capacity for and access to mammography. The profile demonstrated that the Philadelphia Division is already close to achieving the national American Cancer Society's goals for breast cancer detection for the year 2000 for the percent of women screened and percent of cancers diagnosed in early stages. New and more ambitious goals for the Division must be set. Although capacity for mammography is high, outreach programs by mammography providers represent only 1% to 2% of all mammograms performed. The profile has been the cornerstone of new programmatic initiatives for the Division.